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I first became aware of Tesla Battery Electric Vehicles (BEV) in about 2014 when a friend

mentioned he’d seen a new kid in the town of Milton Keynes where we used to work. It

had a stylised T on the front and back, so after a bit of Googling we found out it was a

Tesla.  My friend, Ray, and I are very interested in fast cars. At that time Ray had a brand

new Audi TT and I had a supercharged convertible Jaguar XKR. 

Jaguar XKR outside the apartment where we use to live in Marina Del Este, La Herradura, Spain.

We were intrigued to know more about these cars so we popped over the road during our

lunch break to Tesla to see what we could find out. Unfortunately it was just a service

centre, so they sent us to the MK shopping centre where they were displaying a Model X

and a Model S in a regular shop. Weird I thought at the time that they don’t have a proper

showroom. Anyway, we got the attention of a representative and he ran through the spec

and after a brief look around and a sit in the cars we left with a business card. No brochure,

nothing, just a business card with a web address and a contact email address. I remember

to this day that we were both shocked and amazed to hear that the Tesla Model S an

electric car could do 0-62mph two seconds quicker than my 400hp of snarling

supercharged v8. These were no milk-floats.  And we're not talking a Supercar worth over

£1M for this kind of performance.  No, this was under £85,000 but sadly still out of my

price range.



Fast forward a few years. I’m now living in Norfolk and still working for the same MK

company but as a permanent home worker and a bit nearer to early retirement. Not needed

a car for commuting I sold my modern car and I decided to use my Classic car that I’d

recently restored myself as my daily driver -- a 1969 Mk2 Triumph GT6 in Wedgewood blue.

My Triumph GT6 in Brittany.

Then a bombshell! No sooner as my GT6 was on the road, DVLA decided that due to my

worsening medical condition to take the decision to revoke my driving licence.  After an

assessment and various tests including a driving test at the disability centre in Thetford,

DVLA issued me with a new 3-year licence with the caveat that any vehicle had to be

automatic with assisted brakes, power steering and the throttle and brake pedals had to be

adapted for hand control.  I immediate looked into how I could adapt my GT6 so I could

continue to drive it. I knew that I could retrofit a servo for the brakes and powered steering

but an automatic gearbox in the GT6? This proved to be totally out of the question.

Undeterred, I started researching electric conversions for my GT6. But back then this

technology was very much in its infancy and it was very expensive and not easy to get hold

of. So sadly my beloved GT6 was part exchanged for a 3-litre Tartan red, convertible,

automatic MGC with a power steering conversion. It was adapted by a company in Dereham

for hand control and was now my daily driver. I kept the car for a couple of years and

although it was great fun to drive and took us far and wide including a tour of Northern

Spain, it was very expensive to run. Just 20 mpg on Shell V-Power petrol.  And as early

retirement was fast approaching and with plans to do a lot of travelling across Europe, I was

forced to find a cheaper alternative.

I then started the hunt for a replacement and that’s when I started researching electric

vehicles again. Renault and Nissan seem to be the only affordable option, until I stumbled on

the fact that the Tesla Model S was now a possibility.  Not that they’d depreciated in value

much, but with sale of my MGC and a little bit of savings a Tesla was now achievable. For



those of you that don’t know, many Teslas come with free supercharging for life, which

means no fuel (electron) bills while travelling long distances. No yearly servicing requirement

and, if you buy a car before  March 2017 there's zero car tax.  Another benefit is the Full Self

Driving option, if perfected and approved, might even be able to drive me around if my

condition got any worse. So in 2019 after much searching I found  a fully loaded, 2 year old,

Multicoat Red, Model S P75D (Performance 75 KWh battery and Dual motors for 4-wheel

drive).

I’m sure you’ve heard stories of Tesla poor build quality, limited range, poor charging

network, etc. etc., and these may be enough to put anyone off buying a Tesla. But, I was

undeterred; I’d watched many YouTube videos and reviews of the cars and made up my own

mind this was the way to go. In fact, I’m amazed that someone [Elon Musk] could build such

an advanced car in just a few years. You’d think the more established motor manufacturers

with 100 years of knowledge and experience would be the first.  Tesla's comes with 8 years

warranty on the battery and motors and 4 years (50,000 miles) on everything else. This

would give me peace of mind as I step into the unknown world of electric vehicle ownership.

So off we went on the train to Grimsby to buy the car.  The car has just over 200 miles of

range so could have easily made it back to Norfolk without stopping. But I was eager to try

charging it. My wife had to drive the car until it was fitted with the obligatory hand controls

for me, so I was co-pilot and learning how operating everything through the enormous 17-

inch display. I set the satnav to a Tesla Destination charger at Kenwick Park Golf Hotel & Spa.

The MGC at the Picos De Europa Northern Spain.



On arrival both the chargers where ICE’d, as it’s known in the BEV community, which means

blocked by Internal Combustion Engine cars. I went off to the reception to complain, but

didn’t need to because as soon and I said "I’d like to use the Telsa charger please" the

receptionist replied “No problem Sir, I’ll get the staff to move a car. We do this to prevent

them being ICE’d by customers who are a lot more difficult to track down”. Jenny reversed up

to the charger watching the huge reversing camera display, the mirrors and the ultrasonic

distance display and stopped in the perfect position. It made it so much easier to drive a

huge car with all these driver aids. I pressed the button on the type 2 charging cable plug and

the charge port opened on the car and I plugged it in. It’s working ! It’s charging! I was so

surprised, it’s so simple -- No cards, fobs, apps, nothing, it’s charging, and the best part it’s

completely free! You also get use some of the facilities while the car is charging, so we had

afternoon tea in the grand conservatory overlooking the grounds, very civilised I thought.

The software asks for you to name your car so mine is called Monty. In the two years we’ve

owned Monty, charging using our home charger and the Tesla propriety network (Destination

and Super Chargers) has been simplicity itself. But less could be said about the public

network which on a few occasions we’ve had to endure.

Like when we visited our daughter just outside Manchester. We set off with a fully charged

battery and headed for Tesla Supercharger at Grantham. We didn’t need to charge while

taking a wee break. But my motto is ABC - Always Be Charging. Our next stop was at another

Tesla Supercharger at Tankersley Manor, again free. This time we'd be here for 30-40

minutes, so time for a spot of lunch. We left with enough charge to get us back to Tankersley

Manor on our way home which was to be a few days later.  Well, that was the plan! That was

until our daughter dropped an alternative plan on us. First, a visit to Chatsworth Manor,

some 70-mile roundtrip, and a day in Manchester. Okay, no problem, we have enough charge

in the battery to do Chatsworth.  A quick check of Google showed 6 chargers at East Didsbury

where we can catch the tram into Manchester.  Now although all the Chargers in Manchester

are free to use, provided by the council, you still need an app or a fob to use them. So I got

prepared, loaded the app, created an account and added my debit card. Next day we arrived

in plenty of time. The satnav took us right to the 6 chargers. They were all available, so I

reversed up to the first. I got the cable out of the boot and plugged it in, but it didn’t work.

So I moved the car to the next one, but the same thing. The next two had been vandalised.

The fifth one looked promising but an error on the display showed it would only work with a fob, which I

didn’t have. So I moved to the last one which displayed the same error. I tried calling the

helpdesk, but no answer. By this time the tram was at the station, so I aborted charging and

parked in a regular parking space and just managed to catch the tram before it left.

I was now in a dilemma, I had enough charge to get back to my daughters, but I didn’t have

enough charge to get to the Tesla Supercharger at Tankersley Manor for our journey home.

My daughter lives in house with no off-street parking so no chance of charging from her

house supply. So the next morning I decided to go to the nearest charger which happened to

be a Genie Point at a Shell garage. I now know from experience that this was not the best

idea: 1, Because the car battery would be cold and would not be ready to take a fast charge;

2, Genie Point chargers are notoriously slow and unreliable; and 3, they are mainly at a petrol

stations. But that’s what I did. I went through the same palaver loading the Genie Point app

etc., and drove to the charger in the pouring rain. I plugged in the car, only to get 7kW of the

50kW possible charge. This was going to take hours and all the while I sat there I could see



the gloating expression of people filling up with fossil fuel in minutes and getting on their

way. In desperation I looked for other chargers but they were all too far away. I called the

Genie Point helpdesk who said they’d get an engineer to investigate tomorrow. Great! I

thought, but luckily as I sat there, slowly the rate of charge increased. This is because the

Tesla has a unique feature in that they can warm or cool the battery to be at the optimal

temperature for fast charging. If you set the charger destination in the satnav, it will even

automatically prepare the battery for charging en route.  Finally after an hour or so I had

enough charge for the 40-mile journey, with a bit of contingency, to get to the Tesla

Supercharger with 125Kw charging capability.

Our next trip to Orkney went like a dream. We used the Tesla Supercharger network and

booked B&B’s with Tesla destination chargers. It was a great feeling to wake up in the

morning knowing Monty would have a fully charged battery and the car cabin conditioned to

a nice temperature ready for the day exploring. There are not too many Tesla Superchargers

in Scotland so, just in case as a backup, we got the Charge Scotland App and fob to make use

of the hundreds of free chargers located all over Scotland. So, for example, when stopping in

a town for lunch we usually found the local car park that had a charger or two where we

could plug in for a free charge. 

Monty charging at Dundee SuperCharger.

We had originally planned to use the MGC for this holiday but I’m very glad we didn’t

because we did well over 2000 miles. This would have cost over £500 on fuel and oil.  The

Tesla cost us £0, nada, zilch!

The Tesla gets quite a bit of attention at the car shows, especially by the younger car

enthusiast who know immediately what it is and all about them. But from the older petrol

heads the first question I usually get asked is: How far will it go? Just over 200miles. Have you

ever run out of battery? No. What happens if you run out of battery? It stops, same as any

car. But if you’re stupid enough to ignore all of the warnings, Tesla will still send out roadside

assistance to take you to a supercharger.



If you’ve not heard of Fully Charged on YouTube, I fully recommend you check out some of

their videos about all the electric cars coming to the market. But also in 2020 they organised

an open air cinema for electric cars. Originally, to be inside an aircraft hanger but due to

Covid, it was outside on part of the Farnborough runway. Another real benefit of the Tesla is

you can keep the aircon and heated seats on all the time and as there is no engine running,

there is no noise or pollution. So sitting in the car for three hours while watching a film, on a

not so warm November night, was very comfortable and with the added benefit of nobody

sitting behind you making a noise or with their knees in your back. 

I’ve now been retired for a year and been planning lots of holidays during lockdown.

The first is to drive approximately 6000 miles roundtrip to Tromso, Norway. Way up into the

Arctic circle where we hope to see the northern lights. Norway is very expensive, but with

no fuel costs, 50% off road tolls and ferries for electric cars, we might even be able to

afford a beer!


