
On the under side of the wing I tried making the rivet detail using white glue and a syringe, I never 

did get the affect I was happy with.  My rivets were all different sizes unequally spaced or with air 

trapped in them.  I lost count how many times I tried with thicker or thinner white glue, different 

size needles.  I even tried just silver paint.   

As I was having my nails done in Cromer..............  No, that's 

another story……..   

Back to the rivets.  I next tried a cocktail stick, dipping into the 

white glue and applying them one at a time. Still not the result I 

was looking for.  If I could get the cocktail stick to hold more glue I 

might be able to do more than one at a time.  Back to the nail bar.  

There was a picture in the window of multi colour nails with dots 

on them.  These dots were very uniform in size and shape.  So, 

swallowing hard I went in and asked to see how the dots were 

applied and if there was a tool for the job. 

It's just like a cocktail stick with knobs on the sharp ends.  I got a set of five from “Bangood”.  You 

can load the end of the dotter with glue and place it on the model just where it should go.  No 

bubbles and with practice very close to being all the same size.  It can hold enough glue for about 5 

or 6 rivets................. Bliss.  

(More building projects in the next instalment and part two of Nick’s Hurricane!) 

Geoff Cleall continues his Citroen 2CV rebuild   

While beginning to scout around for replacement body 
panels, I started work on the engine.  It seemed to be in 
good nick having shown excellent oil pressure and no smoke 
from the exhaust.  2CV engines are pretty bullet proof. They 
are twin cylinder and are air and oil cooled. The 
crankshaft/con-rod arrangement is unusual.  The one-piece 
con-rods complete with big-end sleeve have to be fitted to 
the crankshaft. For this to happen the crank shaft is made up 
of separate crank pins and webs. The pins are temporarily 

shrunk by immersion in liquid nitrogen, the con-rods and webs are slipped on and it becomes a 
robust and solid unit once returned to normal temperature. They very rarely fail. The picture shows 
the engine from the front. The cylinders are finned as are the 
missing cylinder heads. The substantial oil cooler is mounted 
across the front.   

 
I was able to buy pattern part replacement floors, sills and 
bulkheads and I welded them in.  I cut out all of the other rust 
and made up the replacement parts from mild steel sheet and 
welded them in too.  I’m a bit short of pictures on this but I’ve 
got a picture of me welding in a door sill. The body tub is on its 
side supported by scaffold tubes running across the garage.        
 

Tool for colour nail dots 



It was about this time that I decided to change the colour. I didn’t really like the acid green of the 
Bamboo Model and went for another Citroen 2CV colour, Bleu Celeste.  However, The Bamboo 
Special Additions are rarer so it probably would have been worth it to keep the green. I also decided 
to brush paint the car. This was because my compressor wasn’t big enough and I wanted to avoid 
overspray in the garage.  After preparing the metal, I brush painted six coats of cellulose primer over 
the panel in the ’Union Jack’ fashion. ie, first coat brushed vertically, second coat brushed 
horizontally, third coat at 45 degrees one way and 4th the coat the other way so as to minimise brush 
marks.  I left it for a couple of weeks to get really hard and flatted it back with 400 wet and dry used 
wet with soap.  The cellulose gloss coat was the same except that I used retarder to slow the drying 
time and I used 400, 800, 1000, 1200, 1500 wet and dry followed by polishing compound. That 
rubbing back process on a wing would take a morning and the end result was that it looked as if it 
had been sprayed.  
 
There was much to do in the rebuilding of the chassis but I’ll just pick out a few interesting points. 
The rear brake drums contain the wheel bearings and they are held on by a massive nut that has to 
be done up to 250/300 lb/ft. It required a suitable socket, a massive ‘T’ bar and about 6 feet of 
scaffold tube.  The front brakes are inboard discs. Inboard is good because it reduces unsprung 
weight. Each disc has two pads for the foot brake and two smaller ones for the hand brake. So, with 
the hand brake on the front wheels, handbrake turns are a no-no. 
 
The steering rack was in good order but the king-pins and the track rod ends were in a sorry state.  I 
made up a copy of a Citroen special king-pin extractor to help.  I mentioned the suspension in Part 1. 

Well, the rods that come from the 
suspension arms to the springs are 
adjustable in length and by such means 
it is possible to change the ride height 
at the front and the back.    
 
The last pic shows the body tub 
mounted on the galvanised steel 
chassis, duly repainted with the re-con 
gearbox, suspension, brakes and 
steering fitted.  Next, I chased about the 
countryside tracking down the 

remaining body panels. More of that in the final part…….. 
 

Andrew Taylors airfield 
For those of you not on “Whatsapp, Nick has been in contact with Andrew Taylor today.  He has very 

kindly agreed to let us fly at Binham again on our usual Thursday afternoon and evening slot.   
Please leave your noisy models at home.  If you have not used this fantastic flying site before, please 
contact Nick or another committee member for directions.  It is an outstanding site and  you will be 
very impressed. 

 
 

“Your article” – Could be here in the next instalment! So 

get scribing and emailing and share it with our fellow modellers 
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